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moved ; the vault was cleaned and 
fumigated as well as possible, and the 
fumigations were repeatedly made in 
the church itself with its doors closed. 
In four or five days it was necessary 
to fill it again with patients, and the 
fumigations were continued for a week ; 
no contagion was perceived 

In my opinion the instructions in the 
the formula above alluded to, are not 
sufficiently explanatory, with respect to 
the preservative effect of the hyper- 
oxygenated muriatic gas, I found it had 
also the property of killing vermin ; 
and it ought to be applied to the 
clothes of the sick soldiers, which are 
laid up oh their coming into the 
hospital. Beside flies, which anno) ed 
us much in Poland, we were also 
dreadtully ' afflicted with fleas and 
bugs, and on applying the above fu- 
migations, they were all found dead. 



letter from M. Senoit Mqjon, chief 
Physician to the Military Hospital 
at Genoa, on the same Subject. 

Genoa, Av%. 20, 1 807. 
Two months ago a contagious dysen- 
tery made its appearance in the milila- 
ry hospital at Genoa, and almost all the 
patients under my care, amounting to a- 
bouttwo hundred, were all attacked. 
As it is generally allowed that when 
dysentery is contagious, it is owing to 
an indiscriminate use of the same 
privy, I was anxious to try if fumi- 
gations of oxygenated muriatic acid 
had the effect of destroying the con- 
tagious exhalations which produce 
dysentery in healthy as well as in 
diseased subjects. With this view 1 
caused the privies in the hospitals to be 
fumigated twice a day, and succeeded 
in destroying this contagion in a few 
days. Contagious dysentery being of 
frequent recurrence in the hospitals of 
Geuoa, it is likely that I shall have 
frequent opportunities of witnessing 
the happy ettectsof similar precautions. 

Remarks. The beneficial effects of 
the acid fumigations in destroying the 
contagion of infectious fevers are now 
universally knowif; even the yellow 
fever has yielded to its powerful in- 
fluence, and there is reason to think 
Ui»t the plague itself, if not entire- 



ly eradicated by it, might, at least, 
be much checked by its timely 
use. 

In the above paper we have an ac- 
count of two or three new apDhcationsof 
the acid fumigations, well worth notice, 
particularly that in which it succeeded 
so well in stopping the progress of 
dysentery, a disorder so often fatal 
in our armies, that we think it a 
duty of humanity to give the fact 
every publicity in our power. The 
other new discovered benefit of the 
acid fumigation, though of less con- 
sequence, yet is of no small va- 
lue, as contributing so much to clean- 
liness and comfort ; the great difficulty 
of removing hugs where they have 
once become numerous, is we. 1 known, 
but the easy and effectual method of 
doing this, by the acid fumigation 
above mentioned, promises, when, 
sufficiently known and practised, to 
completely remove this nuisance from 
society. 

New and excellent method of Packing 
young Fruit and other Trees for car- 
riage. By Mr. ff'm. Curtis. 

Phil. Mag. vol. 34. p. 156. 
Mr. William Curtis, of the Botanic 
garden, Brompton, has lately been re- 
warded by the Society of "Arts, &c. 
for his valuable application of the 
long white moss of the marshes (the 
spluignum palustre of Linnaeus) to the 
packing of young fruit and other trees 
for exportation. He does this by 
squeezing out part of the moisture 
from the moss, and laying courses of 
it about three inches tliick, interposed 
with other courses of the trees (pre- 
viously shortened in their branches 
and roots) stratum super stratum, unti» 
the box is filled, when the whole must 
be trodden down, and the lid pro- 
perly secured. The trees will need no 
care, even during a voyage of ten or 
twelve months ; the moss being won- 
derfully retentive of moisture, and 
seeming to possess an antiseptic pro- 
perty, which totally prevents fermen- 
tation and putrefaction from taking 
place : and in fact vegetation actually 
proceeds during the time the young 
tiees remain so enslosed, shoots he- 
ihg formed both from their branches 
ami roots, w bich however are blanched 
and tender for want of light and air; 
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and in consequence, the trees, on being 
planted, require to be gradually in. 
mired to the open air. This moss is 
very common in most parts of Europe 
and America, which renders this ap- 
plication of it more facile, and the 
ducovery more important. 



Advantage of the use of Cock'sfoot 
grass: 
At the annual sheep-sheering at Holk- 
ham, in Norfolk, J. W.Coke, esq. M P. 
recommended, as deserving particular 
attention, the cultivation of Cock's- 
foot grass, and a little Dutch clover 
with it. it had maintained in capital 
condition, ever since the turnips were 
consumed, seven sheep per acre, and 
would have carried more. The cock's- 
foot grass Mr. Coke most highly re- 
commended as far preferable to rye- 
grass, which was a much more ex- 
hausting crop, would not carry so 
much stalk, and consequently the 
more manure being thus put on 
the land, the corn crop was greater. 



As a proof its strong vegetative 
power, a plant of cock's-foot, con- 
stantly cut clown close for twenty- 
two days, grew every twenty-four- 
hours one inch in height, and shoot- 
ing most luxuriant branches, afforded 
nfore abundant food than rye-grass. 
Mr. Coke recommends of the cocks- 
foot for seed, two bushels an acre* 
and eight pounds of Dutch clover. 



Observations. Many other grassea 
would probably be found beneficial 
to farmers, as well as the above ; 
among which we take this ppportuuity 
to recommend to their fiotice the 
sweet- leaved astragalus (astragalus 
glyciphj Hits). We understand Mr. 
Arthur 'Young, of England, has a 
very high opinion of it ; and a gen- 
tleman of considerable botanical know- 
ledge, a friend of the writer's, has 
mentioned it to him, as possessing pro- 
perties for the food of cattle, which, 
set it far above most grasses in use. 



DETACHED ANECDOTES. 



LINEN NECESSARY FOR "THE RESUR- 
RECTION." 

IN one of the parishes of Dublin, 
the clerk having officiated many 
years, considered himself tairly entit- 
led to be regulator of the ceremonies 
of the parish church at least; and if 
he was not a second P. P. was not far 
from it. Among the several curates, 
who had sucessively been initiated 
during the clerk's residence, a woitny 
young clergyman from the country, 
a friend of the writers, wa-, one ; shortly 
after he had engaged in that sacred 
function, a poor man died, at whose 
burial, of course, neither scarf nor hat- 
band were given, as is customary there 
at the funerals of those whose friends 
can afford it. The worthy curate was 
going on with the funeral service, over 
the body of the poor man, in the same 
way as he had been accustomed in the 
country, never suspecting that in that 
awful ceremony any refinements could 
have taken place. What then was his 
surprize, on coming to the words, " I 
am the resurrection aud the life," to be 



suddenly accosted by the clerk, in a 
loud whisper, with stop, sir! stop! v.e 
never give "the resurrection and the 
life," m our parish, v. hen tliere is no 
linen. 

FBHONEOUS MEDICAL PaACTICE. 

In 1711, Joseph 1. the emperor of 
Germany, au amiable prince, in the 
thirty-second year of his age, fell a 
victim to the ignorance of nis physi- 
cians, who, while he was ill of the 
small-pox, swathed bint in twenty 
yards of English scarlet broad cloth, 
when the disorder was at the height. 

JUST APPRECIATION OF BIRTH-DAY ODES. 

This same prince disliked flattery, and 
suppressed ttie accustomary compli- 
ments in such productions, " L come, 
said he, not to listen to praises, but to 
hear music." 

ENGLISH BULL. 

A woman having received some ill 
usage from her landlady, in the vicinity 
of Cierkenwell, London, had her sum- 
moned before the justices at the sessions 
held there. The injured woman prov- 
ed to be a sailor's widow, and there was 



